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implications; but it did not occur to a Chamberlain
to question the wisdom of the great Joseph, and he
obediently acquiesced in the decision. In point of
fact, however, the change did not, greatly matter,
since before he was eighteen Neville Chamberlain
left Rugby. At the time of his leaving a political
tipster might perhaps have cast Austen Chamberlain
as a future Radical Prime Minister; it would have
hardly occurred to anybody that this quiet boy,
removed from the Classical to the Modern Side in
the interests of a business career, was to be the first
Rugbeian Prime Minister of this country.

The year 1886, when Neville Chamberlain left
Rugby, was a watershed in the history of the
Chamberlains, for in March of that year Joseph
Chamberlain finally split with Mr. Gladstone on the
Irish Question; from that year dated the beginning
of the emergence from the Birmingham Radical of
the great Imperialist. The resignation of Joseph
Chamberlain appeared to many at the time to be a
voluntary and unnecessary renunciation of the
probable succession to Mr. Gladstone in the Liberal
Leadership. But matters of advantage counted
nothing with Joseph Chamberlain when weighed
in the scales against principle. His action meant
that he was out of office for nearly ten years but it
also involved the fall of Mr. Gladstone and the
dependence of Lord Salisbury's Government of 1886
to 1892 upon the Liberal Unionist vote, which in-
cluded Chamberlain's following in the Birmingham
seats. But Joseph Chamberlain's absorption in politics
was not shared by his younger son, whose business
career had already been planned. Austen Chamber-
lain had gone to Trinity College, Cambridge, from
Rugby, thereby acquiring cultural and social oppor-
tunities, the lack of which, in his own case, Joseph
Chamberlain sometimes regretted. By 1886 Austen